
Abstract 

The Activation and Observation of Things, 2018  

Materials: Perspex screens, Perspex blocks, photographic transparencies, overhead 
projectors, concrete blocks, the human. 

In an image-saturated world, there is a need to find new ways of engaging in the 
visual landscape. Investigating what it is about things that warrant an image to be 
made, opens up new ways of considering an image’s dimensionality. Through this 
exploration, I consider what it means to be an image maker in the twenty-first 
century. This leads me to question, how might it be possible to expand the 
dimensionality of the photographic image in order to explore the ‘thingness’ of things, 
and subsequently, what does it mean to ‘be’ in the world? 

This practice-led research manifests my ideas through close observation of materials 
and process. I recognise the importance of the inhuman apparatus (the camera and 
overhead projector) that functions as a mediator between the quantifiably knowable 
and the unknowable. In considering the apparatus, it has led me to reflect on the 
object as a thing, and how a particular thing emerges and comes into existence, be it 
the object, image, human or, apparatus. Martin Heidegger considers the thing in the 
Ontology of objects but through the adoption of the theory and practice of thinkers 
and artists in Constructivism, Speculative Realism, and New Materialism, I look to 
consider the thing in terms of being an enmeshed or entangled thing comprising of 
the apparatus; observer; active agent; object and the image. 

The Activation and Observation of Things, images of Perspex, and Perspex blocks 
project onto Perspex screens, amplifying the objects onto itself and is an 
investigation into the objects ability to be, and, how form and matter translates into 
evidence of being in the world through photography. The constructed images are 
collaged photographs of my past observations, and evidence of the objects 
(Perspex) being and my be-ing in the world, the work in-situ offers a moment of 
pause in the in process. 

The human, as the active agent in the work, is the maker of the machine that makes 
objects and things, and the maker of the machine that shows us infinite possibilities. 
In viewing this work, activates the apparatus that allows the observation of things 
that are otherwise unobserved and unknowable. 

 


